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POST CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS - COVER SHEET

TO: MEMBERSHIP PROCESSING
AMVETS NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS

SUBJECT: CONSTITUTIONANDBYLAWS(CBL)
DEPARTMENTOF Tennessee

POST NUMBER 036

REGARDING: NewCBL
CBLchange/update

Withinthescopeofmydutiesandresponsibilitiesas DepartmentJudgeAdvocate,andonbehalfoftheaboveidentifiedPost, Irespectfullysubmittheatta
chedPostConstitutionandBylaws.Myrecommendationsforapprovalorfurtherreviewarecertifiedbymysignatureintheappropriatesectionidentified
herein.SectionslandllattesttheattacheddocumenthasbeenreviewedandisforwardedforplacementinthepermanentfilesatAMVETSNationalHea
dquarters.

SECTIONI. APPROVED AS SUBMITTED

As Department Judge Advocate,l hereby certify thattheabovecitedPostConstitutionandBylawsisin
compliancewiththeDepartmentandNationalConstitutionandBylaws.

Slghature or Department Judge Advocate Date

SECTION II. APPROVED AS AMENDED

Afterinitialreviewwithsubsequentrecommendationsandfollowup,thePosthasincorporatedthe
necessarychangesinitsConstitutionandBylaws;therefore, |, as Department Judge Advocate, do hereby
certify that the above cited Post is not in conflict with the provisionssetforthintheDepartmentor
NationalConstitutionandBylaws.

Slgnhature or Department Judge Advocate Date



POST CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS

AMVETSPost#36 Chattanooga Tennessee 7/1/2022
(city) (state) (date)

CONSTITUTION

PREAMBLE

We,theAmericansveteranswhohaveservedorareservinginthe ArmedForcesoftheUnitedStates
duringandsinceWorldWarll,fullyrealizingourresponsibilitytoourcommunity,toourState,andtoour
Nation,associateourselvesforthefollowingpurposes:ToupholdanddefendtheConstitutionofthe
UnitedStates;tosafeguardtheprinciplesoffreedom,liberty,andjusticeforall;topromotethecauseof
peaceandgoodwillamongnations;tomaintaininviolatethefreedomofourcountry;topreservethe
fundamentalsofdemocracy;toperpetuatethefriendshipandassociationsoftheseveterans,andto
dedicateourselvestothecauseofmutualassistance,thisbytheGraceofGod.

ARTICLE I.NAME

The name of this organization shall be AMVETS, Post No.36 in the city of
Chattanogga, TN ,anditshallbehereinafterreferredtoasthePost.

ARTICLE II. AIMS
Theaimsandpurposesofthisorganizationareasfollows:

1. Toserveourcountryinpeaceasinwar;tobuildandmaintainthewelfareoftheUnitedStatesof
Americatowardlastingprosperityandpeaceforallitsinhabitants.

2. Toencourage,inkeepingthepoliciesofourGovernment,theestablishmentofaconcreteplanto
securepermanentinternationalpeaceandtoassistin the maintenance of international peace.

3. To inspirein our membership a sense of responsibility and to develop leadership for the
preservationofourAmericandemocraticwayoflife.

4., To help unify divergent groups in theoverallinterestofAmericandemocracy.

5. Totrainouryouthtobecomepurposefulcitizensinademocracywithfullknowledgeofthe
responsibilitiesaswellastheprivilegesofcitizenship.
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6. Tocooperatewithalldulyrecognizedexistingveteransorganizationsinthefurtheranceofthe
aimsoftheAmericanveteranswhohaveservedorare serving in the Armed Forces of the United
StatesduringandsinceWorldWarll.

7. Toensuretheorderlyreturnoftheveteranstocivilianlifebyprotectingtheirrightsasindividuals  while still
in uniform.
8. Toexpediteandassistintherehabilitationoftheveteranbymaintenanceofemployment

services,sponsoringeducationalopportunities,providingcounselofinsurance,housing,
recreation,personalproblems,hospitalization, and veterans benefits.

9. ToactasaliaisonagentbetweentheveteranandtheGovernment.

10. ToprovideanorganizationtoencouragefellowshipamongallAmericanveteranswhohave
servedorareservingintheArmedForcesoftheUnitedStatesduringandsinceWorldWarll.

11. TokeepthepublicforeverremindedthatAmericanveteranswhohaveservedorareservingin
theArmedForcesoftheUnitedStatesduringandsinceWorldWarllfoughtandservedto
preservepeace,liberty,anddemocracyoftheirNation.

ARTICLE lll. MEMBERSHIP

Section1. AnypersonwhoservedoriscurrentlyservingintheArmedForcesoftheUnitedStates
of AmericaatanytimeafterSeptember15,1940iseligibleforregularmembershipin
AMVET Sprovidedsuchservice,whenterminatedbydischarge,orreleasefromactive
duty,bebyhonorabledischarge,honorableseparationorgeneraldischargeunder
honorableconditions.

Section2. AnyAmericancitizenasanAmericancitizen,whoservedintheArmedForcesofan allied nation of the
United States at anytimeafterSeptember15,1940andbeforeMays8,
1975, iseligibleforregularmembershipinAMVET Sprovidedsuchservice—when
terminatedbydischargeorreleasefromactiveduty—isbyhonorabledischargeor
honorableseparation.

Section3.Nopersonwhoisamemberof,orwhoadvocatestheprinciplesofanyorganization
believingin,orworkingfortheoverthrowoftheUnitedStatesGovernmentbyforce,and no
American citizenorpermanentresidentalienin the United States, one of its territories,
possessionsortheDistrictof Columbiawhorefusestoupholdanddefendthe
ConstitutionoftheUnitedStates,shallbeprivilegedtobecome,orcontinuetobe,a
memberofthisorganization.

Section4.AllUnitedStatesreservistsandnationalguardsmenwhoarenowserving,orhavebeen
honorablydischargedsinceSeptember15,1940,areeligibleforregularmembershipin
AMVET Sprovidedsuchservice—whenterminatedbydischargeorrelease—isby
honorabledischargeorseparation.

Sectionb. Honorarymembershipshallnotbegranted.

Section®. Nopersonshallbeamemberofmorethanonepostatanyonetime.

Section7.Nopersonexpelledfromonepostshallbeeligibleformembershipinanyotherpost

withouttheconsentoftheexpellingpost,orconsentoftheStateExecutiveCommittee
(SEC)afterhearinganappeal.
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Section8. ThisPostshallbethejudgeofitsownmembership,subjecttotheprovisionsofthe
ConstitutionandBylawsofthenationalanddepartmentorganizations.

Section9. MembershipyearshallrunfromSeptember 1through August31.

Section10. Eligibilityformembershipandtherightsandprivilegesofmembersshallbeasprovided
intheConstitutionandBylaws,andthetermsofmembershipandrequirementsfor
holdingofficewithinAMVETSshallnotbediscriminatoryonthebasisofrace,color, religion,
sex or national origin.

ARTICLE IV. OFFICERS

Section1.OfficersofthisPostshallconsistofacommander,notmorethanthreevice-
commanders,adjutant,financeofficer,provostmarshal,judgeadvocate,threetrustees
andsuchotherofficersasmaybeprescribedbytheBylaws.

Section2. NominationandelectionofofficersshallbeheldannuallybetweenMay1standJune
30th.Nominationsshallbemadefromthe floor ata general meeting.

ARTICLEV. EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

TheelectedandappointedofficersofthePost,andtheimmediatepastpostcommandershallconstitute
theExecutiveCommitteewhichwillbechargedwiththeadministrativeaffairsandpropertyofthePost. The
Executive Committee shall formulate the policyoftheorganizationforapprovalbythemembers.

ARTICLE VI. POST ORGANIZATION

ThisPostshallbegovernedbytheofficerschoseninaccordancewiththisConstitutionandBylawsand
willannuallyrevalidateitscharterpriortoJuly15.Suchrevalidationshallbeevidencedbytheissuance
ofaRevalidationCertificateissuedbytheNationalDepartmentuponsatisfactorycompletionofall
requirements.AsidefromanyotherrequirementsimposedbytheDepartmentorNationalConstitution and
Bylaws, this Post shall:

(a) FurnishnationalanditsDepartmentHeadquarterswithacertifiedlistofcurrentPost
officersnotlaterthanduly15;

(b) Provideawrittenstatementtothenationalorganizationthattheposthas/hasnotfiledan
IRSForm990withthelnternalRevenueServiceforthefiscalyear.

(€) FurnishNationalHeadquarterswithacopyofthePost’scurrentConstitutionandBylaws
orcertifyontheChangeofOfficersFormthatthecopyonfilehasnotbeenaltered,
changedoramended.

(d) BefullypaidupinallaccountswithNationalHeadquarters.

(e) Complywithapplicableliabilityinsuranceandbondingmandates;and

() Havea minimum of ten (10) members in good standing at all times.

Section2.Within30daysofnoticetosurrenderitscharterresultingfromdisciplinaryorvoluntary
action,thePostwillcloseallbankaccountsanddelivertotheStateDepartmentor
NationalorganizationallPostrecords,propertyandassets.

ARTICLE VI.SUBORDINATE ORGANIZATIONS

Section1. (@) Asubordinateorganizationofthispost may be established only bya provision of
thepost’sConstitution,andinkeepingwith the National Constitution and Bylaws.
(b) Allsubordinateorganizations’membershipqualificationsmustbeconsistentwith

the aims and purposes of AMVETS.
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Section2. AIIAMVET Ssubordinateorganizationsshallfollowthesamemembershipyearandpay
membershipduesinconcertwiththeparentorganization.

Section3. AllsubordinateorganizationsshallbeunderthejurisdictionoftheAMVETSPostwhose
nameitbearsandshallcarrythecorrespondingnumberofthePost.

Section 4. (@) A two-thirds (2/3) vote oftheAMVETmemberspresentatastatedmeetingis
requiredtoapproveandformasubordinateorganization.
(b) AMVETS Postmembers must be given written notice of such meeting a
minimumof15dayspriortotheproposedformation.
(c) Where noPost exists, a subordinate organization shall not be formed, nor

continuetooperateasanindependententity. Thesubordinate’schartermustbe
surrenderedalongwithanypropertyitmaypossesstothedulyrecognized
subordinate officer in accordance with the Constitution of the national
subordinateorganization.

(d) Whereverapostclubroomismaintainedandoperatedfortheconvenienceand
pleasureofitsmembers,andthenameofAMVET Soritsinsigniaaredisplayed
orused,aboardoftrusteesshallbeelectedbyandfromamongthemembersof
theposttosuperviseitsactivities,operationsandfinances.

Section5.Nofundraisingactivitiescanbesponsoredbyanysubordinateorganizationwithoutthe
recommendationoftheAMVETSPostExecutiveCommitteeandthepriorapprovalofthe
AMVETSDepartmentandNationalorganizationsincompliancewithNationalBylaws  Article
VII, Section3 (a).

ARTICLE VIIl. AUXILIARY
Section1. AMVET Srecognizesasubordinateorganization known as the AMVETS Ladies Auxiliary.

Section 2. (@) Membership eligibility in the AMVETS Ladies Aukxiliary is limited to the mothers,
wivesandgrandmothers,regardlessofage,andtothedaughters,sistersand
granddaughtersnotlessthan18yearsofageofregularmembersof AMVETS,
andto

(b) Mothers and widows, regardless of age, and daughters, sisters and
granddaughtersnotlessthan18yearsofageofdeceasedveteranswhowould
have been eligible for membership in AMVETS.

(c) Femaleveteranswho served honorably inthe Armed Forces of the United States
afterSept.15,1940,orasanAmericancitizeninthearmedforcesofAllied
countries,afterSept.15,1940andbeforeMay8,1975,whomaintaintheir
AMVETmembershipunlesstheymeettheestablishedcriteria.

(d) AnyAuxiliarymemberwhoqualifiesandjoinsasamemberunderthecriteriain
Section2(a),(b)or(c)shallbeallowedtoremainanAuxiliarymembersolong
assheremainsamemberingoodstanding.

Sectiong3. AMVET SrecognizesasubordinateorganizationknownasSackettsafunandhonor
organization ofthe AMVETS Auxiliary.

ARTICLE IX. SACKS
Section1. AMVET SrecognizesasubordinateorganizationknownasAMVETSadSacksof
AmericanveteranswhohaveservedorareservingintheArmedForcesoftheUnited

StatesduringandsinceWorldWarll.

Section2. MembershipinSadSacksshallbe limited to members in good standing of AMVETS,
AMVETS Ladies Auxiliary, and Sons of AMVETS.
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ARTICLE X. JUNIOR AMVETS
Section1. AMVET SrecognizesasubordinateorganizationknownasJuniorAMVETS.

Section2 Fromtheageof5,toandincluding17years,sonsanddaughters,brothersandsisters,
andgrandchildrenof AMVETS,deceasedservicemenwhowouldhavebeeneligiblefor
AMVETSmembership,includingallchildrenforwhomtheyarelegalguardians.

ARTICLE XI.SONS OF AMVETS
Section1 AMVET SrecognizesasubordinateorganizationknownasSonsofAMVETS.

Section2Membershipislimitedtoallmaledescendants,grandsons,adoptedsonsandstepsons,
fathers,husbands,widowersandbrothersofmembersof AMVETSanddeceased
membersof AMVETS,orservicepersonnelwhodiedandwouldhavebeeneligiblefor
membership in the parent AMVETS organization.

Section 3TheApplicantfortheSonsofAMVET Smustbeatleast18yearsofageandcannotbea
memberofnorbeeligibleformembership in the parent organization of AMVETS.

ARTICLE XIl.LAMVETS RIDERS
Section 1 AMVET SrecognizesasubordinateorganizationknownasAMVETS Riders

Section 2  Eligibility for membership in the AMVETS Riders shall be limited to members in good
standing of AMVETS, AMVETS Ladies Auxiliary and Sons of AMVETS.

ARTICLE XIll. AMENDMENTS

ThisConstitutionmaybeamendedbyresolutionat theannualmeeting.Proposedamendmentsshallbe
submitted in writing to the Executive Committeeforitsreviewandpresentationatthenextannual
meeting.Copiesofproposedamendmentsshallbedistributed by mail to all Post members at least ten

(10) days prior to the date of the vote.A two-thirds(2/3)voteofthememberspresentshallberequired to
amend this Constitution.Copies of all adoptedamendmentsshallbeforwardedtotheDepartmentfor review
by the department judge advocate within thirty(30)daysaftertheiradoption.Thedepartment
judgeadvocatewillforwardtheapprovedcopiestotheNationalHeadquartersforplacementinthe

permanent Post file.

BYLAWS

ARTICLE1.QUORUM
Section1. Atallregularandspecialmeetingsatleast9memberspresentshallconstitutea
quorum,providingatleastoneelectedofficerispresenttopreside (Enternumberof
membersasdeterminedbythepostmembership).

Section 2. AQuorumatExecutiveCommitteemeetingsshallconsistofZmembersofthe
committee.(Enternumberofmembersasdeterminedbythepostmembership).

Sectiong3. AquorumfortheBoardofTrusteesshallconsistofSmembersoftheBoard.
(Enternumberofmembersasdeterminedbythepostmembership).

05/05/2022 Effective



ARTICLE I.COMMITTEES

Section1. ThefollowingstandingCommitteesshallbeappointedbythecommander,withapproval
oftheExecutiveCommittee:Membership,Finance,HospitalandWelfare,Programs,
Legislation,AmericanismandVAVS.Thepostcommandershallappointachairmanand
suchmembersof AMVET Stoeachcommitteeasarenecessarytoaccomplishits objective.

Section2. Temporarycommitteesmaybeappointedbythecommandertoexpediteprojectsforthe
goodandwelfareofthePost.

ARTICLE IILMEETINGS

Section. ThisPostshallmeetonthe4th Thursdayofeverymonthataplacedesignated
atthepreviousmeeting,unlessaspecialmeetingneedstobecalled. (Enterdayof
meetingasdeterminedbythepostmembership).

Section2. Thereshallbethreetypesofmeetings;thegeneralmonthlymeeting,specialmeetings
andtheannualmeeting.Postmemberswillbe notified in advance of all meetings.

Section3.Theorderofbusinessshallbeprescribedbythe ExecutiveCommittee,butmaybe
changedwhennecessary.

Section4.Nominationsforofficersshallbeentertainedandanannouncementofthebusinesstobe
consideredattheannual meeting will bemadeatthe general meeting one month
precedingtheannualmeeting.Furthernominationsmaybemadefromthefloorofthe annual
meeting ona majority vote.

Sectionb. AllbusinessmeetingsofthisPostshallbeconductedinaccordancewith“Robert’sRules
ofOrder,NewlyRevised.”

ARTICLE IV.ELECTION AND APPOINTMENT OF OFFICERS

Section1. Acommander,notmorethanthreevice-commandersdesignatedasfirst,secondand  thirdvice-
commanders,adjutant,financeofficer,provostmarshalandjudgeadvocate
shallbeelectedannuallybymembersofthePost.Achaplain,historian,serviceofficer,
andpublicrelationsofficershallbeappointedannuallybythenewlyelectedcommander with the
approval ofthe Executive Committee.

Section2. TheelectionofofficersshallbeheldattheannualmeetingofthePostbetweenMay1
andJune30.Thevoteshallbetakeninthemannerprescribedbythepostmembership.
Ifbywrittenballot,sufficientpaperballotswillbepreparedinadvancebytheadjutant.
Theprovostmarshalshalldistribute,collectandcounttheballotsandshallthereafter
maketheannouncementoftheresults.Onlymembersingoodstandinginpersonatthe  meeting
shall be entitted to  vote.NationalandDepartmentHeadquartersshallbenotified
oftheelectionofnewofficersbythePostadjutantwithinthirty(30)daysafterthesaid
electionshavebeencompleted.

Sectiong3. Thenewly-electedandappointedofficersshallbesworninandshalltakeofficeatthe
nextregularmeetingofthePost,butinnoeventsoonerthantwoweeksaftersuch
election,norlaterthanduly15thereafter.

Section 4. Intheeventthattheofficeofthecommanderisvacated,thevicecommandersinthe
orderoftheirnumericaldesignationshallsucceedtotheofficeofcommanderforthe  unexpired
term.

Section5.Shouldanyotherofficebevacated,thecommander isempoweredto appoint a

successorforthecompletionofthetermsubjecttotheapprovaloftheExecutive committee
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Section6.Anyelectedofficerwhomissesthree(3)consecutiveregularmeetingswithoutprior
consentshallberemovedfromofficewithoutanyfurtheraction,notificationorhearing.
Thevacatedpositionshallbefilledwithintheguidelinesprescribedherein.

ARTICLE V.DELEGATES TO CONVENTION

At least thirty (30) days prior to the DepartmentandNationalconventions,delegatesandalternatesshall
bechosentoattendsaidconventions.ThenumberofdelegateswillbeinaccordancewiththeNational
andDepartmentdelegatestrengthguidelines. ThePost commandershallconstituteonedelegate.Other
delegatesmaybeelectedwithinstructionsgoverningtheirrepresentation.

ARTICLE VI.FINANCE

Section1. ThetotalannualduesofthisPostshallbesetat$ 360fwhich $15.00per
membershallbepaidtoNational,$ 8.00totheDepartment,andthePostshall retain

$13.00.ThebalanceshallbedepositedinthePost’sgeneralfunds account.

Section2. Lifememberduesare$250.000f which $125.00 is remitted to National Headquarters, and
$62.50isforwardedtotheDepartment.

Sectiong3. Allfund-raisingactivitiesmustbeapprovedinadvancebythePostExecutiveCommittee
andtheDepartmentJudgeAdvocate.lfafund-raisingactivityrequiresenteringintoa
contractorifanticipatedgrossrevenuesareexpectedtoexceed$2,500,acopyofthe
proposedfund-raisingprogrammustbetransmittedthroughtheDepartmenttoNational
Headquartersforapproval.

Section4.AnannualbudgetshallbepreparedbythefinanceofficerandsubmittedtotheExecutive
Committeeforapproval. Accuratebooksandrecordsofaccountactivitiesmaintainedby
thefinanceofficershallbesubjecttoinspectionandregulationbytheExecutive
Committeeatallreasonabletimes.

Sectionb. Thefinanceofficershallrenderareportofreceiptsanddisbursementstoeachmeetingof
thisPost.ThisofficeisalsoresponsibleforfilinganlRSForm990withtheDistrict
DirectorofthelnternalRevenue(oracertificateinlieuthereofwherethe990isnot
required)onorbeforethe 15"dayofthefifthmonthfollowingthecloseoftheannual
accountingperiod.Astatementastowhethera990has/hasnotbeenfiledwiththelRS
mustbegiveninwritingtotheDepartmentandNationalHeadquarters. ThePost’sfiscal

endshallbeJune 30",

Section6.IfPostclubroomsaremaintainedandoperatedfortheconvenienceandpleasureofthe
membersofthisPostinthenameofAMVETS, oritsinsigniaaredisplayedorused,a
BoardofTrusteesshallbeelectedfromamongthemembersofthePosttosuperviseits
activities,operationandfinances.ThePostshallalsosecure,attheleast,theminimum
liabilityinsurancecoverageprescribedbytheNationalConstitutionandBy-lawswhich
namestheDepartmentandNationalHeadquartersasadditionalinsuredsandfileacopy
oftheCertificateoflnsurancewiththeDepartmentandNationaloffices.

Section 7.Post officials handling AMVETS funds over $5000 shall be properly bonded with a good and

solvent bonding and surety company, acceptable to the U.S. Treasury, as surety to cover
the average amount of AMVET funds handled by such individual in a single year.
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ARTICLE VII- BOARD OF TRUSTEES

TheBoardofTrusteesshallbecomprisedofthepostcommander,immediatepastpostcommander,
adjutant,financeofficerandjudgeadvocate,alongwith threetrusteeselectedbythepostmembers.

ARTICLE VII.LRESOLUTIONS
Section 1. All resolutions adopted by this PostshallbeforwardedtoDepartmentHeadquarters.

Section 2.Asimplemajorityvoteofmemberspresentisrequiredtopassanyresolutionotherthan
amendmentstotheConstitutionandBylaws.

ARTICLE IX.RESTRICTEDUSEOFORGANIZATION

AMVETS, or any component part thereof, shall not be used to promote the interest of any individual who
isacandidateforpublicoffice,ortopromoteotherwise any individual, organization, political party, faction or
product.Any violation of thisprovisionshallbesufficientcausefordisciplinaryactionagainstthe offending
member.

ARTICLE X.DISCIPLINE OF POST MEMBERS

Section1. Membersofthepostmaybesuspendedorexpelledforanyoneormoreofthefollowing reasons:
(a) failuretocomplywithanyobligationimposedonmembersundertheconstitutionand
bylaws;

(b) any violation of law that reflects unfavorably on the name of AMVETS;
(c) anyconductunbecominganAMVET;
(d) ineligibility for membership at timeofacceptanceintomembership;or
(e) procurementofmembershipbyfraudordeception.

Section 2. AnymemberofAMVET Smaypreferchargesagainstanyothermember,alleginganyof
theforegoingcausesforsuspensionorexpulsion.Suchchargesshallbemadeunder
oath,settingforththetimeandplaceoftheoffenseorotherbasisforthecharges,as
nearasmaybepracticable,andsignedbytheaccuser.

Sectiong3. Allchargesandspecificationsshallbefiledwiththepostcommanderofthepost to  which
themembercomplainedaboutbelongs.Onreceiptofsaidchargesandspecifications,
thepostcommandershall,withinfivedays,sendacopythereofbycertifiedmailtothe
membercomplainedabout,togetherwithanoticefixingadate,placeandtimeofa
hearingtobeheldnotlessthan30daysaftersaiddateofmailing.

Section4.Saidchargesandspecificationsshallbeheardbytheexecutivecommitteeofthepost,at
whichsaidhearingthemembercomplainedaboutshallhavetherighttoberepresented
bycounselandtocross-examinehisaccuseroraccusersandwitnessespresented
againsthim.Nomemberagainstwhomchargeshavebeenpreferred,orwhohas
preferredchargesagainstanothermember,shallsitinjudgmentonanypanelhearingor
decidingthematter.

Section5.Thepostjudgeadvocateshallprosecutethecharges,andtheattendanceofacourt
reportershallbepermitted.

Section6.Thepresidingofficerofsaidexecutivecommitteeshalldecideallquestionsastothe
relevancyofevidenceandthe regularityoftheproceedings.

Section?. Ontheconclusionofthehearing,avoteshallbetakenfirstastowhetherthereisabasis
forthechargeorchargesand,ifbythevotehereinaftermentioned,itisdeterminedthat
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thereisnone,thechargesmaybedismissed.lfthechargesarenotdismissed,thena
voteshallbetakenontheguiltorinnocenceofeachofthechargesandeachofthe
specifications.Atwo-thirdsvoteofthemembersofheexecutivecommitteehearingthe
chargesandspecificationsshallberequiredtosustainanychargeorspecification.
Votinghereinprovidedforshallbesecretoropenassaidexecutivecommitteemay,be  majority
vote thereof, determine.

Section8.Inanychargeorspecificationis sustained, then the member shall be deemed to be guilty
thereofandtheofficerpresidingatthehearingshallthenputthequestionofthedegree
ofpunishmentasto:whetherthereshallbeasuspensionfromthebenefitsof

membershipand,ifso,forhowlong;or,whetherthereshallbeanexpulsionfrom membership.

Section9:Anymemberwhosemembershipissuspendedorforfeitedmayappealtothenext
highestlevelapplicablefromthatwhichheardthechargesandspecifications,i.e.,from
postexecutivecommitteetostateexecutivecommittee,fromdepartmentexecutive
committeetoNationalExecutiveCommittee.Noticeofappealmustbefiledinwriting  with  the
appellate body not later than 15 days after the imposition of the penalty.

Section10: Thedecisionoftheappellatebody at either level shall be binding and final.

Section11:TheprocedureforthehandlingofanyappealtobeheardbytheNationalExecutive
Committeeorthenationalconventionshallbeprescribedbythenationaljudgeadvocate.
Theprocedureforthehearingofanappealbythedepartmentexecutivecommitteeshall
beprescribedbythedepartmentjudgeadvocate,andtheprocedureforthehandlingof
anyappealtobeheardbythepostexecutivecommitteeshallbeprescribedbythepost
judgeadvocate.Nosuchprocedureatanylevel,however,shallbeinconsistentorin conflict with
the national, department or postconstitutionandbylawsorthiscode.

ARTICLE XI.LAMENDMENTS

These Bylaws may be amended by the majority voteofthememberspresentatannualmeetings.
Proposedamendmentsmustbesubmittedinwriting to the Executive Committee for recommendation. The
Committee will instruct the adjutant to notifythemembership,bymail,withcopiesofproposed
changesatleastten(10)daysbeforethemeetingto vote on the amendment.Copies of all adopted
amendmentsshallbeforwardedtothedepartmentjudgeadvocateforreviewandrecommended
approval.Thedepartmentjudgeadvocatewillforwarda copy of the approved Bylaws to the National
Headquartersforfiling.

CERTIFICATION

Thisdocumentisatruecopywhichwasadopted by the membership of this Post.

pate Slgnature of Post Judge Advocate
Date Slgnature of Post Adjutant
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